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DATA and RESULTS 

What is Meant by School Violence? 

Violence is generally defined as an intentional structure of behavior in which one person threa-
tens, attempts to damage, or does harm another person. Aggression is generally defined as a 
form of low-level violence that includes verbal, physical, or gestural behavior that is intended to 
cause minor physical harm, psychological distress, intimidation, or to induce fear in another 
(Greene, 2005). What is school violence and what are its consequences? In terms of lawful res-
ponsibility, school violence is the violence that occurs on school grounds, on school-supported 
transportation, and at school-sponsored events. Nevertheless, violence committed on school 
grounds often derives from conflicts reflected in the society. Thus, the lines are blurred between 
school and community violence and suggest that school staff should be cognizant of the com-
munity and the issues within which a school is positioned. School violence is a community or 
societal issue (Furlong & Morrison, 2000), and members of the society have good reason to take 
a vested interest in school-based violence prevention initiatives.  

Costs of School Violence 

School violence is costly at both individual and societal levels. Costs to the victims are both 
physical and psychological; including threatened or damage to one’s mental health (e.g., dep-
ressive symptoms), self identity (e.g., self-worth and self esteem), and ability or desire to learn 
(Clayton, Ballif-Spanvill, & Hunsaker, 2001). One serious threat to school safety include having 
unauthorized weapons (e.g., knives or firearms) on school grounds. Weapon carrying has been 
associated with fighting, vandalism, and heavy drinking (Durant et al., 1997). When school 
safety is compromised, surveys indicate that students and teachers feel insecure at school and 
many avoid being at school for their own protection which then compromises school engage-
ment and learning (Elliott, Hamburg, & Williams, 1998). 

Methods of Reducing School Violence 

Back in 1997, over two-thirds of secondary schools had already implemented some form of 
violence prevention program or were preparing to do so (Price, & Everett, 1997). These methods 
have included punishment, health education, and random weapons searches (Farrington, 1996). 

1. Punishment: Expulsion and criminalization are the chief methods for dealing with school 
violence and weapons possession. Government polices at all levels reflect this punitive, le-
galistic approach to violence prevention (Elliott, Hamburg, & Williams, 1998). 

2. Health Education: Educational programs have been implemented with the goal to prevent 
violence and include enhancing children’s social and cognitive functions, fostering prosaic 
behavior, and improving parental behavior. Many of these programs have had a favorable 
influence on aggression and antisocial behavior (Samples, & Aber, 1998). 

One of the most significant educational programs is character education. For example, The 
California Department of Education supports incorporating character education into a standards-
based educational system in a variety of ways such as providing resources to build and develop 
character in youth; supports the core values of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring and citizenship. The California Department of Education, underscores that character 
education is a trait of effective schools: 

Effective schools seek to develop and reinforce character traits, such as 
caring, citizenship, fairness, respect, responsibility, and trustworthiness, 
through a systematic approach that includes adult modeling, curriculum 
integration, a positive school climate, and access to comprehensive gui-
dance and counseling services (Elementary Makes the Grade! CDE, 1999). 
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responsible. Further, schools should offer students access to character education as a prevention 
or intervention strategy before misbehavior or problems occur. Character education could help 
foster the student’s empathy, prosocial skills and social competencies that have been related to 
academic learning and achievement. Lastly, character education curriculum could be supported 
through media (e.g., graphics or cartoons) that serve to powerfully engage and remind students 
of the learning objectives of the curriculum.  

REFERENCES 

Benninga, J., Berkowitz, M., Kuehn, P., & Smith, K. (2003). The relationship of character education 
implementation and academic achievement in elementary schools. Retrieved May 9, 2006, from the 
ProQuest database. 

Berkowitz, M. W., & Bier M. C. (2005). Character education parents as parents. Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development, 64-69. 

Berkowitz, M. W., & Hoppe, Mary Anne (2009). Character education and gifted children, High Ability 
Studies, 20(2), 131-142 

Brooks, B. (2002). Increasing test scores and character education: The natural connection. Retrieved 
May 2, 2006, from http://www.youngpeoplespress.com/Testpaper.pdf. 

Cohen, J (2006). Social, emotional, ethical, and academic education: Creating a climate for learning, 
participation in democracy, and well-being. Harvard Educational Review, 76(2), 201-237 

Colorado State Department of Education, Denver. (2000). Shaping the future through character educa-
tion: Colorado state conference on character education. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. 
ED468627). 

Clayton , C, Ballif-Spanvill, B. L., & Hunsaker M. D. (2001). Preventing violence and teaching peace: A 
review of promising and effective antiviolence, conflict-resolution, and peace programs for elemen-
tary school children. Birmingham Young University, Women’s Research Institute 

Durant, R. H., Kahn, J., Beckford, P. H., & Woods, E. R. (1997). The association of weapon carrying and 
fighting on school property and other health risk and problem behaviors among high school students. 
Archives of Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 151, 360-366. 

Elementary Makes the Grade! CDE, 1999, http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/emgsummary.asp 
Elias, M. J., Zins, J. E., Weissberg, R. P., Frey, K. S., Greenberg, M. T., Haynes, N. M., Kessler, R., 

Schwab-Stone, M. E., & Shriver, T. P. (1997). Promoting social and emotional learning: Guidelines 
for educators. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

Elliott, D. S., B. A. Hamburg, & K. R. Williams, eds.(1998). Violence in American schools: A new 
perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Esquith, R. (2003). There are no shortcuts. New York, Pantheon Books. 
Farrington, D. P. (1996). Understanding and preventing juvenile youth crime. York, U.K., York 

Publishing. 
Furlong, M., & Morrison, G. (2000). The school in school violence: Definitions and facts. Journal of 

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, 812, 71-82. 
Glanzer, P. L., & Milson, A. J. (2006). Legislating the good: A survey and evaluation of character educa-

tion laws in the United States. Educational Policy, 20(3), 525. 
Greene, M. B. (2005). Reducing violence and aggression in schools. Trauma. Violence, & Abuse, 6(3), 

236-253. 
Howard, R, W., Berkowitz, M. W., & Schaeffer, E. F. (2004). Politics of character education. Educational 

Policy, 18(1), 188-215.  
Kusche, C., & Greenberg, M. (2006). Brain development and social-emotional learning: An introduction 

for educators. In M. J. Elias & H. A. Arnold (Eds.), The educator’s guide to emotional intelligence 
and academic achievement:Social-emotional learning in the classroom. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin 
Press. 

Lickona, T. (1991). Educating for character: How our schools can teach respect and responsibility. New 
York: Bantam Books. 



Character Education in the Prevention of School Violence 187

McGuinty, D. (2003). Character education: A key part of the Ontario Liberal Plan. Orbit, 33(2), 15. 
Miller, T. W., Kraus, R. F., & Veltkamp, L. J., (2008) Character education as a prevention strategy for 

school-related violence. Ed. T. W. Miller. In School Violence and Primary Prevention, 377-390. 
Muir, E. (1992). School Staff Victimization: Monitoring the Trends. School Safety, Fall, 4-6. 
Nucci, L., & Narvaez, D. (Eds.). (2008). Handbook of moral and character education. New York: Taylor 

& Francis. 
Price, J. H., & S. A. Everett. (1997). A national assessment of secondary school principals perceptions of 

violence in schools. Health Education & Behavior, 24, 218–229. 
Samples, F., & L. Aber. (1998). Evaluations of school-based violence prevention programs. In D. S. 

Elliot, B. A. Hamburg, & K. R. Williams (Eds.), Violence in American Schools: A new perspective. 
New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Starr, L. (1999). Is character education the answer? Retrieved August 1, 2008 from http://www.education-
world.com/a_issues/issues047.shtml. 

Vardin A Patricia Montessori Life, (Spring 2003). Character education in America. ProQuest Education 
Journals, 15(2), 32 

Wilson, J. Q. (1994). Just take away the guns. New York Times Magazine, 20 March, 46-47. 
 
 
 


	1-4 pages
	Namık TOP

