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Okulllarda Şiddeeti Engellem
mede ve Öğrrenci Başarrısını Sağlaamada
K
Kişilik Eğitim
mi
Namık TOP*
Abstra
ract: When vioolence occurs in schools, thhe tendency is to apply restrrictive and stri
ringent punish
hments.
Recenntly, studies suggested
s
thatt promoting s afety and pro
osocial studen
nt characteristiics may be a viable
strateggy to prevennt school vio
olence. In par
articular, charracter educatiion may servve as a meth
hod of
prevenntion of aggrression in sch
hools. This arrticle will rev
view the literaature on charaacter educatio
on and
explorre how charaacter educatio
on programs could influen
nce learning and
a achievem
ment in schoo
ols and
promoote learning annd achievemeent.
Keywoords: Charactter education, violence, achhievement, preevention
Özet: Okullarda şidddet çoğu zam
man sınırlayıccı ve sert cezaalarla kaşılanıır. En son çalıışmalar güven
nlik ve
prososyal öğrenci özelliklerini desteklemeninn okuldaki şiiddeti önlemeede başarılı bbir strateji old
duğunu
k eğitimi okulllardaki şiddetti önlemede yararlı olabilir.. Bu çalışma, kişilik
gösterrmektedir. Özzellikle, kişilik
eğitim
mi hakkındaki çalışmaları taramakta ve bbu tarz ders programlarının
p
n öğrenme, okkul başarısı, olumlu
o
öğrennci davranışı gibi
g istendik daavranışlarla ollan ilişkisini ortaya
o
koymak
ktadır.
Anahtar Sözcüklerr: Kişilik eğitimi, şiddet, baaşarı, önleme

Charaacter educatiion is both an
a old and a new topic. It
I is old, because, dating back to at leeast to
the cclassical Greeeks, societiees have alw
ways recogniized a great need to shhape or guid
de the
devellopment of the
t characterr of their youuth (Berkow
witz & Hoppe, 2009). Hoowever, form
mal or
system
matic researrch on this to
opic is relativvely new. Th
his article aiims to illustrrate how chaaracter
educaation could contribute to
t student’s learning an
nd achievem
ment. This ar
article will briefly
b
review
w the historyy of characteer educationn programs in
n the United
d States beforre discussing
g how
charaacter educatioon could serve in the preevention of school
s
violen
nce while proomoting academic
achieevement. This article conccludes with rrecommendattions for imp
plementing chharacter education
progrrams in schools.
Brieff review of the History of
o Characterr Education
n
The ddebate amonng ethic theorists over m
moral and chaaracter educaation in the U
United Statee dates
back to colonial America (G
Glanzer & M
Milson, 2006). Once co
onsidered as part of religious
a characterr education pprograms had
d to be chang
ged when staates began paassing
teachhing, moral and
laws in the early 1800s that separated
s
isssues of churcch and state. Thus, the eeducational system
blic school policies (Glanzer & Milson,
M
20066), and chaaracter
develloped nonseectarian pub
educaation was addopted by public
p
schoools in Massaachusetts wiith the purppose of increeasing
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DATA and RESULTS
What is Meant by School Violence?
Violence is generally defined as an intentional structure of behavior in which one person threatens, attempts to damage, or does harm another person. Aggression is generally defined as a
form of low-level violence that includes verbal, physical, or gestural behavior that is intended to
cause minor physical harm, psychological distress, intimidation, or to induce fear in another
(Greene, 2005). What is school violence and what are its consequences? In terms of lawful responsibility, school violence is the violence that occurs on school grounds, on school-supported
transportation, and at school-sponsored events. Nevertheless, violence committed on school
grounds often derives from conflicts reflected in the society. Thus, the lines are blurred between
school and community violence and suggest that school staff should be cognizant of the community and the issues within which a school is positioned. School violence is a community or
societal issue (Furlong & Morrison, 2000), and members of the society have good reason to take
a vested interest in school-based violence prevention initiatives.
Costs of School Violence
School violence is costly at both individual and societal levels. Costs to the victims are both
physical and psychological; including threatened or damage to one’s mental health (e.g., depressive symptoms), self identity (e.g., self-worth and self esteem), and ability or desire to learn
(Clayton, Ballif-Spanvill, & Hunsaker, 2001). One serious threat to school safety include having
unauthorized weapons (e.g., knives or firearms) on school grounds. Weapon carrying has been
associated with fighting, vandalism, and heavy drinking (Durant et al., 1997). When school
safety is compromised, surveys indicate that students and teachers feel insecure at school and
many avoid being at school for their own protection which then compromises school engagement and learning (Elliott, Hamburg, & Williams, 1998).
Methods of Reducing School Violence
Back in 1997, over two-thirds of secondary schools had already implemented some form of
violence prevention program or were preparing to do so (Price, & Everett, 1997). These methods
have included punishment, health education, and random weapons searches (Farrington, 1996).
1. Punishment: Expulsion and criminalization are the chief methods for dealing with school
violence and weapons possession. Government polices at all levels reflect this punitive, legalistic approach to violence prevention (Elliott, Hamburg, & Williams, 1998).
2. Health Education: Educational programs have been implemented with the goal to prevent
violence and include enhancing children’s social and cognitive functions, fostering prosaic
behavior, and improving parental behavior. Many of these programs have had a favorable
influence on aggression and antisocial behavior (Samples, & Aber, 1998).
One of the most significant educational programs is character education. For example, The
California Department of Education supports incorporating character education into a standardsbased educational system in a variety of ways such as providing resources to build and develop
character in youth; supports the core values of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring and citizenship. The California Department of Education, underscores that character
education is a trait of effective schools:
Effective schools seek to develop and reinforce character traits, such as
caring, citizenship, fairness, respect, responsibility, and trustworthiness,
through a systematic approach that includes adult modeling, curriculum
integration, a positive school climate, and access to comprehensive guidance and counseling services (Elementary Makes the Grade! CDE, 1999).
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responsible. Further, schools should offer students access to character education as a prevention
or intervention strategy before misbehavior or problems occur. Character education could help
foster the student’s empathy, prosocial skills and social competencies that have been related to
academic learning and achievement. Lastly, character education curriculum could be supported
through media (e.g., graphics or cartoons) that serve to powerfully engage and remind students
of the learning objectives of the curriculum.
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